
  

Third Quarter 2014 

Welcome to Research and Data Highlights from the DBEDT’s Research and  
Economic Analysis Division (READ). 
 
“Highlights” is a quarterly summary of research and data projects of the Division, which 
may be of interest to particular segments of the community.  These projects range from 
overall economic forecasts to very specific and detailed industry studies.   
 
It is also a way for READ to introduce data and information users to the rich array of 
materials on its website that may provide just the answer to a user’s question.  
 
About READ: 
 
READ provides economic forecasts and analyses of the economy that are basic to ef-
fective, long-term statewide planning.  We also collect, compile, interpret and present 
data and statistics on all aspects of business activity, the economy and provide demo-
graphic characteristics of Hawaii.  For casual users, READ offers basic products such 
as the Hawaii Facts & Figures brochure.  Researchers with more detailed needs may 
consult the comprehensive Hawaii State Data Book and our extensive on-line Hawaii 
Census Data section.   
  
We invite you to explore our comprehensive research archives at: http://
dbedt.hawaii.gov/economic/ 
. 

 

What’s New at READ: 

 

Hawaii State Data Book 2013 
 
The state’s Data Book is the most comprehensive statistical book about Hawaii 
in a single compilation. With more than 800 data tables, it covers a broad range 
of statistical information in areas such as population, education, labor, energy, 
business enterprises, government, tourism and transportation. 
 
Find it at: http://dbedt.hawaii.gov/economic/databook/db2013/ 



2 

QSER – READ’s Quarterly Statistical and Economic Report  

http://dbedt.hawaii.gov/economic/qser/ 

Each quarter - in February, May, August and November - READ produces the QSER, its core report on 
the economy.  Major economic sectors are reviewed and boiled down into a summary of the economic 
situation and outlook.  
  

In its third quarter 2014 statistics and economic report, the Department of Business, Economic Develop-
ment and Tourism (DBEDT) revised Hawaii economic growth upward due primarily to the prevailing low 
inflation rate. Based on the most recent development in the national and global economy, the perfor-
mance of Hawaii’s tourism industry, the labor market conditions, and growth of personal income and tax 
revenues, Hawaii’s economy is expected to continue positive growth for the rest of 2014 and into 2015. 
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Each month, READ compiles Hawaii energy data that is publically available through 
either private of federal data bases. Other proprietary energy data is collected and ar-
chived through the Hawaii State Energy Office. 
 

In August 2014, for example, the regular gasoline price in Hawaii averaged $4.313 per 
gallon, which was 85.6 cents per gallon (24.7%) higher than the national average for 
the same month. 
 

Monthly Energy Data Reports can be found on the READ website at: http://
dbedt.hawaii.gov/economic/energy-trends-2/ 

http://dbedt.hawaii.gov/economic/energy-trends-2/ 

Monthly Energy Trend Data 
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http://dbedt.hawaii.gov/economic/databook/db2012/ 

The State of Hawaii Data Book 2013  
 

This official summary of statistics on the social, economic, and political  
organization of our state is continually updated online.  

 

To see the entire Hawaii Data Book, go to: http://dbedt.hawaii.gov/economic/databook/
db2013/ 

The state’s Data Book is the most comprehensive statistical book about Hawai’i in a 
single compilation. With more than 800 data tables, it covers a broad range of statisti-
cal information in areas such as population, education, labor, energy, business enter-
prises, government, tourism and transportation. 
 
The latest edition of the State of Hawai‘i Data Book is now available at http://
dbedt.hawaii.gov/economic/databook/db2013/. 
  
DBEDT’s Re-
search and Eco-
nomic Analysis 
Division (READ) 
also maintains 
the historical se-
ries of tables and 
updates the data 
continuously 
throughout the 
year. 
 
These editions 
place the major 
emphasis on 
statewide data 
and less so on 
counties, is-
lands, urban 
places, and 
smaller areas. 
 
The Data Book 
may be down-
loaded in whole 
or in part as PDF 
or Excel files. 
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http://dbedt.hawaii.gov/visitor/tourism-forecast/ 

Tourism Sector Continues to Improve    
 
After seventeen quarters of positive growth from the third quarter of 2009, through es-
pecially strong growth in 2012, to the third quarter of 2013, Hawaii’s tourism sector ex-
perienced two consecutive quarters of negative growth in the fourth quarter of 2013 
and first quarter of 2014.  
 
However, in the second quarter of 2014, Hawaii’s tourism sector returned to positive 
growth compared with the same quarter in 2013. The decrease in domestic visitor arri-
vals was more than offset by the increase in international visitor arrivals in the quarter. 
Due to shorter lengths of stay, the increase in daily visitor census was less than the 
increase in visitor arrivals. However, since visitors spent more on a daily basis during 
the second quarter of 2014, total visitor spending increased more than the growth in 
daily visitor census during the quarter.  
 
Readers interested in visitor forecast by market can find them on the DBEDT website 
at: http://dbedt.hawaii.gov/visitor/tourism-forecast/.  Those interested in daily passen-
ger arrival data may access those at: http://dbedt.hawaii.gov/economic/data_reports/
special/ 
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  This publication is produced by the Research and Economic Analysis 
Division (READ) of the Department of Business, Economic Development 
& Tourism (DBEDT), State of Hawaii which is responsible for its content 
and presentation. 

 
 For more information on READ, go to: http://dbedt.hawaii.gov/economic 
 
 Contact: Economic Information 
    Research & Economic Analysis Division 
    Department of Business, Economic Development & Tourism 
    250 S. Hotel St. 
    Honolulu, HI  96813 
    808-586-2480 
 
 © June 2014 

hƩp://dbedt.hawaii.gov/economic/unemployment/ 

Weekly Unemployment Data 
 

Every Thursday, READ issues a Special Unemployment Update for the previous week 
on both a statewide and county-by-county basis.  
 
The Division also presents graphics of 4-year comparisons, as well as a state trend 
since the year 2000.  To see the report, go to: http://dbedt.hawaii.gov/economic/
unemployment/. 


